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" Do you mean racially pure German ? "
Paderewski laughed.   " That is nonsense.   Who has ever
heard such nonsense about racial purity ?   Can you show
me one case of a genius who is racially one hundred per
cent, pure ?   If we accepted as purely German only those
among German composers who, according to certain modern
teachings, were racially pure and Aryan, I don't know,
where Beethoven would be.   And what about Mozart,
whose  name to many anthropologists sounds very much
like a distortion of the Slav word c Mocarz* which means
the man of power, the ruler ?   And what about Wagner's
distinctly non-Aryan nose, and what about Mendelssohn ?
Didn't you know that before the war a group of very
distinguished German scientists were preparing a most
important scientific work showing the racial purity of the
German nation ?   They had been working on it for years,
and a tremendous amount of data had been collected,
But  then the  Kaiser  stopped  the  publication.   Why?
You can guess.   Because he had been told that the results
of the work had proved beyond any doubt that the over-
whelming majority of the German nation were racially
neither German nor Aryan ; they were the results of the
most ancient and most varied racial mixture, their ancestors
being  Dutch  and  French,  Italian,   Polish,  Lithuanian,
Jewish and so on.   It is enough to study German names
scientifically in order to see their foreign origin.   This
applies both to names of people as well as to names of
places.   Only a few Germans would stand the test of pure
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We sat down near the huge writing table with its many
books, letters and papers. It was fascinating to listen to
Paderewski when he lost himself in his subject. I decided
to approach a matter which we had not yet discussed and
which, although I knew him to be reluctant to talk about,

